
 

 

 

 

About 25 worshipers gathered for the first summer 

worship service of 2014, including a couple of people 

who haven’t been around in awhile. Make it 26 next 

week by adding yourself to a pew! 

       Coming Soon!  HYMNS YOU CHOOSE!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

As the end of the week and the end of the school 

year draw near, I find myself absolutely basking in 

the warmth, the sunshine, even the wind and rain.  

Winter was rough on us this year, and even more 

than usual, it feels good to be out and about.  I 

imagine all our neighbors in and around Medford 

are feeling it, too – the sheer joy of being in God’s 

creation, of moving and stretching and breathing 

deeply. 

Those neighbors have been much on my mind this 

week.  On Sunday, I shared an article I read about 

outward-looking churches.  Jesus sent us out into 

the world, after all, and unless we’re out there, too, 

fulfilling Christ’s instruction to make disciples is 

going to be difficult!  The full article is on page 3.  

It really made me think – hope you enjoy it, too! 

Pastor Lou 

 

 

 Received an orientation to the “Council” 

meeting format from Chair Travis Ernste. The 

Core Group will meet each month and report; 

they in turn will go back to their respective 

groups/teams. If the chair person cannot attend 

the council meeting, he/she will ask someone 

from the team to attend or email a written 

report to the moderator.  

 Set regular meetings meeting on the second 

Sunday of the month right after church  

 Heard plans from the Education Board for the 

end of the program year, including presentation 

of Bibles, swimming, and a potluck lunch. 

 Gratefully accepted the offer of the Girl Scout 

troop that meets in the building to assist with a 

clean-up day.  
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Fill in the “favorites” coupon in the 

bulletin and place it in the offering plate. 

Each week a few congregational favorites 

will populate the bulletin – and engage the 

vocal chords of the congregation! 

 

 
 

 

News Briefs 

from the April  

Council Meeting 
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Expenses 
 Church Utilities    603.90 

 Pastor Salary                                1.800.00         

 Health & Pension                          1,052.86      

     Church Maintenance      181.91 

      Christian Education                69.79 

Total Expenses                     $3,707.26  

Ending Balance                        $1,002.54 

 

 Heard plans from the Stewardship and Mission 

Board for Straight River Days and possible 

movie.  

 Discussed the desire of the Senior Care Center 

in Medford to have Chaplain services provided. 

Designated Rodney Parrish to discuss with 

them having Pastor Lou visit the 1st Sunday of 

the month and provide communion service.  

 Set the summer worship time at 7:00 from June 

1st through Labor Day. 

 Decided on a light supper and a movie to kick 

off the summer, and designated responsibilities 

for accomplishing this event. 

 Noted that messages on the church phone are 

checked each Sunday, and that the message 

states this fact and refers callers to website and 

email in the meantime.  

 Decided, with the number of extra bulletins 

available, to cancel orders for now and start up 

again later as needed.  

 

 

  

March, 2014 

Beginning Balance           $903.80      

Income 
 Pledged Offering                3545.00 

 Loose Offering      70.00 

 Mission Project      40.00        

 Per capita dues                                  20.00 

 Health Insurance reimbursement   92.00        

 Church Maintenance                         28.48 

      Interest – Monthly                                 .01 

Total Income                          $3,806.00      

Community Events!!! 

Straight River Days June 20 – 22 
 

June 20, 2014 

Food Sales:  On Friday, MCUCC will be selling 

walking tacos, hotdogs, water and lemonade during 

the parade. 

Family Outdoor Movie Night: Join us when the  

sun goes down for a family-friendly movie under  

the stars! Enjoy FREE popcorn and ice cream while 

you cuddle up and enjoy the movie ROBOTS!  

Open to everyone! Sponsored by the MCUCC.  

June 21, 2014 
MCUCC will be having a Bake Sale Saturday 

morning. Stop by to pick up some fresh baked, 

homemade items! Something for everyone!!  

For more information about Straight River Days 

events, contact Ruth Sanborn at 507-676-0734. 

 

Steele County Fair August 12 - 17. 
Start making craft items and picking up little prizes for 

grab bags; the fair will be here in no time at all! 

 

 

Cash Wise Cookout  
August 22 (11am – 6 pm) 

August 23 (10am – 5 pm) 

Have fun with friends, earn a little money for the 

church and feed some hungry shoppers by 

volunteering at the Cash Wise Cookout!  Sign up  

on church clip board. 



 

May 28 2014     http://thomrainer.com     by Thom Rainer 

It was not a dramatic moment in time. Instead it was 

subtle, almost too subtle to be noticed. It became 

evident first in mainline churches. But evangelical 

churches followed a few years later. The erosion was 

slow, but it became glaringly apparent after several 

years. 

The change of which I speak is the movement away 

from outwardly focused ministries in churches. Over 

time, most of the resources of time, money, and 

ministries have shifted more toward the members. 

Churches are now gathering in holy huddles with little 

intention of breaking out into a world of lostness and 

loneliness. 

  How It Happened 

How did this negative trend develop? Though many 

perspectives could be offered, allow me simply to 

share the practical perspective. There was a time when 

most churches had an outreach ministry. And more 

times than not, this ministry was a type of program 

with predictable patterns. 

But church leaders, vocational and lay alike, became 

program averse. So they slowly began eliminating 

outreach programs in their churches. I understand why 

this development took place. The programs seemed 

ineffective, not culturally relevant, and often 

cumbersome to lead and implement. 

The problem, however, is that nothing replaced the 

programs. And the mild culture of outreach in 

churches was replaced with no culture of outreach. 

At the same time, more churches started sending 

members on international mission trips. This 

development was good. But it gave many in the church 

a sense of false comfort that the church was really  

outwardly focused. The problem was that many times 

the local community became a neglected mission field. 

         Possible Beginning Points  

        for an Outwardly Focused Church 

So I began asking leaders in outwardly focused 

churches about their practical steps. I made certain the 

leaders were in different size congregations lest I offer 

suggestions limited to one group of churches. The 

leaders were in churches with worship attendance 

ranging from 50 to 2,500.The answers I received were 

immensely practical, very helpful, and highly doable. 

Though this list is by no means exhaustive, here are 

seven of the more common habits. 

1. The church takes time during each worship 

service to pray for the community. Prayer is 

powerful; and the church members become more 

focused about their communities. 

2. A volunteer or staff person is accountable for 

the outreach ministry of the church. If no one 

has leadership responsibility, it does not get 

done. 

3. A regular report is provided to church 

members about outreach and ministry efforts 

in the community. What gets reported gets 

done. Have you noticed most churches provide 

financial reports to the church members? That 

says the money is important. We need at least 

equal emphasis on the importance of outreach 

ministries. 

4. Churches have regular “mystery” guests 

come to the worship services. One church 

leader told me that his church asks someone in 

the community to be a mystery guest every 

quarter. Those guests are always first-time 

guests, and they share their experiences with 

leaders later that day or week. The church 

members thus get to see the worship services 

through the eyes of a community member. 

5. The church gives obsessive attention to their 

websites. A church website is the new front 

door for churches. It’s almost always the first 

place prospective guests go. These websites 

should be designed in a very guest friendly way. 

6. The churches are intentional about 

scheduling ministries, events, and activities 

for reaching the community. One pastor told 

me that his church always focuses on one key 

community outreach ministry per month. The 

church’s attendance is less than 80, but it was 

under 40 two years ago. 

7. Churches are intentional about connecting 

with their communities through social media. 

It is mindboggling that we have the most 

pervasive form of communication in history, but 

very few churches use it strategically. I know a 

pastor in a rural community who worked with a 

Millennial and asked her to lead the social media 

outreach. It has been a great success because 

someone is responsible for it. 

http://thomrainer.com/2014/05/28/seven-habits-outwardly-focused-churches/
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